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The doors to Dharnya officially open!

This year's NAIDOC Week theme, 50 Years of Deadly,
is a reminder of the strength and determination
that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
have shown over generations.
For Yorta Yorta people, that story continues with the
reopening of Dharnya. Seeing so many people
come together for Dharnya Day was a proud
moment for our community and a fitting way to
celebrate the beginning of a new chapter.
In this edition, we've shared some of our favourite
photos from the day. They capture the people who
made it so special and the excitement of seeing
Dharnya open its doors once again. You'll also find
updates from across the organisation, highlighting
the work that's been happening in our programs, on
Country and in the community over recent months.

Thank you to everyone who helped make this
milestone possible. Your commitment and belief in
Dharnya have brought this place back to life, and I
look forward to seeing what we build together next.

I hope you enjoy this edition and take a moment to
celebrate everything we've achieved together,
while looking ahead to what's still to come.
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Welcome to the Yorta Yorta
Nation Aboriginal Corporation

Newsletter, where we will
provide you with updates on
what’s going on behind the
scenes, upcoming events,

announcements and business
opportunities.

In this, our third edition, we will
share with you: 

YYNAC CEO
John Patrick Kerr

YYNAC CEO
John Patrick Kerr  Y Y N A C  C E O  U p d a t e



G e l l u n g  W a r l  
R e s e r v e  S e a t  H o l d e r  U p d a t e

 

T h e  Y o r t a  Y o r t a  N a t i o n  A b o r i g i n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n
( Y Y N A C )  B o a r d  i n f o r m s  i t s  E l d e r s ,  F a m i l y  G r o u p s

a n d  M e m b e r s  t h a t  G e l l u n g  W a r l  R e s e r v e  S e a t
h o l d e r  M r  G r a h a m  B r i g g s  h a s  t e n d e r e d  h i s
r e s i g n a t i o n  t o  t h e  G e l l u n g  W a r l  a s s e m b l y .

 Y Y N A C  B o a r d  i s  s a d d e n e d  b y  t h i s  o u t c o m e  a s  M r
B r i g g s  b r o u g h t  g r e a t  e n e r g y  a n d  e f f o r t  t o  t h e

r o l e .  H i s  o n g o i n g  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  b e t t e r m e n t
o f  t h e  Y o r t a  Y o r t a  N a t i o n  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  T r e a t y  i s  w i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n .  T h e
B o a r d  t h a n k s  G r a h a m  f o r  h i s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  o u r

c o m m u n i t y  a n d  f o r  h i s  w o r k  a s  a  l e a d e r  f o r
A b o r i g i n a l  r i g h t s .  

T h e  Y Y N A C  B o a r d  h a s  a  h i g h  s t a n d a r d  o f
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  s a f e t y  a n d  w e l l b e i n g  o f  a l l
i n v o l v e d  i n  e v e r y  a s p e c t  o f  A b o r i g i n a l  C u l t u r a l ,

S o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  w i l l
c o n t i n u e  t o  a c t  a s  a n  a d v o c a t e  f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  o f
a l l  t h r o u g h  a n y  c o m m u n i t y  f o r u m  o r  p r o g r a m .  M r
B r i g g s  w i l l  m a i n t a i n  h i s  r o l e  a s  a  B o a r d  M e m b e r

w i t h  Y Y N A C .  U n d e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  r u l e s  o f  t h e
G e l l u n g  W a r l ,  w h e n  a  R e s e r v e  S e a t  i s  v a c a t e d  t h e

T r a d i t i o n a l  O w n e r  g r o u p  h a s  t h e  r i g h t  t o
t e m p o r a r i l y  f i l l  t h e  v a c a n c y  c r e a t e d .

 Y Y N A C  B o a r d  a n n o u n c e s  t h a t  M r  T r a v i s  M o r g a n ,
w i l l  n o w  a c t  a s  t h e  Y o r t a  Y o r t a  R e s e r v e  S e a t

H o l d e r  f o r  t h e  G e l l u n g  W a r l .  T h i s  i s  a  t e m p o r a r y
a p p o i n t m e n t ,  u p  t o  6  m o n t h s ,  t h e  B o a r d  w i l l

c o m m e n c e  a  p r o c e s s  o f  e n g a g e m e n t  a n d
c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  E l d e r s ,  F a m i l y  G r o u p s  a n d  i s
m e m b e r s h i p  o n  t h e  n e x t  s t e p s  i n  f i n a l i s i n g  a

p e r m a n e n t  s e a t  h o l d e r .

G r a h a m  B r i g g s
t e n d e r s  r e s i g n a t i o n n

 G e l l u n g  W a r l  R e s e r v e  S e a t

 
D e a r  B o a r d  M e m b e r s ,  C o u n c i l  o f  E l d e r s ,  F a m i l y  G r o u p s ,

S t a f f  a n d  Y Y N A C  C o m m u n i t y ,

T r a v i s  M o r g a n ,  w i l l
t e m p o r a r i l y  a c t  a s  t h e  Y o r t a

Y o r t a  R e s e r v e  S e a t  H o l d e r
f o r  t h e  G e l l u n g  W a r l .  
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T h e  C o u n c i l  o f  E l d e r s  c u r r e n t l y  h a s  1 0  E l d e r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  F a m i l y  G r o u p s :

A a r o n  A t k i n s o n / L o u i s a  F r o s t  –  L e o n  A t k i n s o n
A n n a b e l l a  H o w a r d  –  L e e  J o a c h i m

R o b e r t  C o o p e r  –  T h e l m a  N i c h o l s o n
A d a  C o o p e r  –  G r e g  J a m e s

A l f  M o r g a n  –  R o b e r t  R u s s e l l
B a g o t  M o r g a n  –  D e s m o n d  M o r g a n

M a g g i e  T o o d l e s  –  R o n  B r i g g s
F r e d  W a l k e r  –  H i l d a  S t e w a r t
J e n n y  C h a r l e s  –  R a l p h  H u m e

E l i z a b e t h  A t k i n s o n  –  R o s s  M o r g a n

T h e  r e m a i n i n g  s i x  F a m i l y  G r o u p s  c u r r e n t l y  w i t h o u t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  E l d e r s  a r e :

J a c k  C o o p e r  |  M a g g i e  S t o n e  |  E d g a r  A t k i n s o n  |  W i l l i a m  C o o p e r  
|  J o h n  A t k i n s o n  |  T o m m y  M c C r a e

T h e  C o u n c i l  m e e t s  m o n t h l y  t o  d i s c u s s  Y Y N A C  b u s i n e s s  a n d  s h a r e  i m p o r t a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  b a c k  t h r o u g h
F a m i l y  G r o u p s .  M o s t  o f  o u r  1 6  F a m i l y  G r o u p s  a r e  n o w  m e e t i n g  r e g u l a r l y ,  p r o v i d i n g  a n  i m p o r t a n t
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  f a m i l i e s  t o  c o m e  t o g e t h e r ,  y a r n  a n d  s t a y  c o n n e c t e d .

T i m e  C a p s u l e  &  B o a r d  N o m i n a t i o n s

T h e  C o u n c i l  o f  E l d e r s  e n c o u r a g e s  a l l  F a m i l y  G r o u p s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  Y Y N A C  T i m e  C a p s u l e ,  w i t h
l e t t e r s ,  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  b o o k s ,  f a m i l y  t r e e s  o r  o t h e r  i t e m s  t h a t  t e l l  t h e i r  f a m i l y ’ s  s t o r y  f o r  f u t u r e
g e n e r a t i o n s .  T h e  T i m e  C a p s u l e  w i l l  b e  o p e n e d  i n  5 0  y e a r s .

T h e  C o u n c i l  i s  a l s o  e n c o u r a g i n g  Y Y N A C  m e m b e r s  t o  n o m i n a t e  s o m e o n e  f r o m  t h e i r  F a m i l y  G r o u p  f o r  t h e
Y Y N A C  B o a r d .  N o m i n a t i o n  f o r m s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  R o x a n n e  o r  T a l e a h .

T h e  C o u n c i l  o f  E l d e r s  c u r r e n t l y  h a s  1 0  E l d e r s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  F a m i l y  G r o u p s :

A a r o n  A t k i n s o n / L o u i s a  F r o s t  –  L e o n  A t k i n s o n
A n n a b e l l a  H o w a r d  –  L e e  J o a c h i m

R o b e r t  C o o p e r  –  T h e l m a  N i c h o l s o n
A d a  C o o p e r  –  G r e g  J a m e s

A l f  M o r g a n  –  R o b e r t  R u s s e l l
B a g o t  M o r g a n  –  D e s m o n d  M o r g a n

M a g g i e  T o o d l e s  –  R o n  B r i g g s
F r e d  W a l k e r  –  H i l d a  S t e w a r t
J e n n y  C h a r l e s  –  R a l p h  H u m e

E l i z a b e t h  A t k i n s o n  –  R o s s  M o r g a n

T h e  r e m a i n i n g  s i x  F a m i l y  G r o u p s  c u r r e n t l y  w i t h o u t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  E l d e r s  a r e :

J a c k  C o o p e r  |  M a g g i e  S t o n e  |  E d g a r  A t k i n s o n  |  W i l l i a m  C o o p e r  
|  J o h n  A t k i n s o n  |  T o m m y  M c C r a e

T h e  C o u n c i l  m e e t s  m o n t h l y  t o  d i s c u s s  Y Y N A C  b u s i n e s s  a n d  s h a r e  i m p o r t a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  b a c k  t h r o u g h
F a m i l y  G r o u p s .  M o s t  o f  o u r  1 6  F a m i l y  G r o u p s  a r e  n o w  m e e t i n g  r e g u l a r l y ,  p r o v i d i n g  a n  i m p o r t a n t
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  f a m i l i e s  t o  c o m e  t o g e t h e r ,  y a r n  a n d  s t a y  c o n n e c t e d .

T i m e  C a p s u l e  &  B o a r d  N o m i n a t i o n s

T h e  C o u n c i l  o f  E l d e r s  e n c o u r a g e s  a l l  F a m i l y  G r o u p s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  Y Y N A C  T i m e  C a p s u l e ,  w i t h
l e t t e r s ,  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  b o o k s ,  f a m i l y  t r e e s  o r  o t h e r  i t e m s  t h a t  t e l l  t h e i r  f a m i l y ’ s  s t o r y  f o r  f u t u r e
g e n e r a t i o n s .  T h e  T i m e  C a p s u l e  w i l l  b e  o p e n e d  i n  5 0  y e a r s .

T h e  C o u n c i l  i s  a l s o  e n c o u r a g i n g  Y Y N A C  m e m b e r s  t o  n o m i n a t e  s o m e o n e  f r o m  t h e i r  F a m i l y  G r o u p  f o r  t h e
Y Y N A C  B o a r d .  N o m i n a t i o n  f o r m s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  R o x a n n e  o r  T a l e a h .

Council of Elders &
Family Groups Update

W e ’ r e  p l e a s e d  t o  w e l c o m e  T a l e a h  B r i g g s  t o  Y Y N A C  a s  o u r  n e w  C o m m u n i t y
E n g a g e m e n t  A s s i s t a n t .  T a l e a h  w i l l  w o r k  a l o n g s i d e  R o x a n n e  A t k i n s o n ,
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  E l d e r s  a n d  F a m i l y  G r o u p  g a t h e r i n g s .

A  p r o u d  Y o r t a  Y o r t a  w o m a n  f r o m  t h e  M a g g i e  T o o d l e s  F a m i l y  G r o u p ,  T a l e a h  i s
D h u l a n y a g a n  o f  t h e  U l u p n a  C l a n  a n d  c o m e s  f r o m  a  s t r o n g  l i n e  o f  Y o r t a  Y o r t a
m e n  a n d  w o m e n  t h r o u g h  h e r  g r e a t - g r a n d p a r e n t s ,  O A M  G e r a l d i n e  R o s e  B r i g g s
a n d  S e l w y n  B r i g g s .

T a l e a h  w i l l  b e  a  k e y  c o n t a c t  f o r  F a m i l y  G r o u p s ,  h e l p i n g  b r i n g  f a m i l i e s
t o g e t h e r  t o  y a r n ,  s h a r e  i d e a s  a n d  h a v e  a  s a y  i n  g a t h e r i n g s ,  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d
e v e n t s .

W e ’ r e  p l e a s e d  t o  w e l c o m e  T a l e a h  B r i g g s  t o  Y Y N A C  a s  o u r  n e w  C o m m u n i t y
E n g a g e m e n t  A s s i s t a n t .  T a l e a h  w i l l  w o r k  a l o n g s i d e  R o x a n n e  A t k i n s o n ,
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  E l d e r s  a n d  F a m i l y  G r o u p  g a t h e r i n g s .

A  p r o u d  Y o r t a  Y o r t a  w o m a n  f r o m  t h e  M a g g i e  T o o d l e s  F a m i l y  G r o u p ,  T a l e a h  i s
D h u l a n y a g a n  o f  t h e  U l u p n a  C l a n  a n d  c o m e s  f r o m  a  s t r o n g  l i n e  o f  Y o r t a  Y o r t a
m e n  a n d  w o m e n  t h r o u g h  h e r  g r e a t - g r a n d p a r e n t s ,  O A M  G e r a l d i n e  R o s e  B r i g g s
a n d  S e l w y n  B r i g g s .

T a l e a h  w i l l  b e  a  k e y  c o n t a c t  f o r  F a m i l y  G r o u p s ,  h e l p i n g  b r i n g  f a m i l i e s
t o g e t h e r  t o  y a r n ,  s h a r e  i d e a s  a n d  h a v e  a  s a y  i n  g a t h e r i n g s ,  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d
e v e n t s .

I f  y o u  h a v e  m o v e d  o r  c h a n g e d  y o u r  c o n t a c t  d e t a i l s ,  p l e a s e  l e t  u s  k n o w  s o
y o u  d o n ’ t  m i s s  i m p o r t a n t  Y Y N A C  a n d  F a m i l y  G r o u p  u p d a t e s .

C o n t a c t :  T a l e a h  B r i g g s
t a l e a h . b @ y y n a c . c o m . a u  |  0 4 2 8  0 4 6  1 7 3

W e d n e s d a y  t o  F r i d a y ,  9 a m – 5 p m



T h e  C u l t u r a l  C o n n e c t i o n  C e n t r e  

 

Another exciting milestone for the Stage Two Cultural Connection Centre in Barmah!
The stunning Murray pine flooring is now in, giving a real sense of the warmth and scale of this incredible
space.
A huge shout out to Tact Constructions and everyone on site for the outstanding workmanship and
dedication that’s bringing this vision to life. We can’t wait to share what’s next!
 

T h e  C u l t u r a l  C o n n e c t i o n  C e n t r e  h a s  r e a l l y  t a k e n  s h a p e  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  m o n t h ,  w i t h  w o r k s
c o n t i n u i n g  t o  p r o g r e s s  w e l l .
P l a s t e r i n g  i s  n o w  c o m p l e t e  a n d  i n t e r n a l  p a i n t i n g  i s  a b o u t  t o  b e g i n ,  w h i l e  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  o f
t h e  e x t e r n a l  p a i n t i n g  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d .  S p e c i a l i s e d  e q u i p m e n t  f o r  t h e  a r c h i v e  r o o m s
h a s  b e e n  i n s t a l l e d ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  a i r - c o n d i t i o n i n g  u n i t s .
O v e r  t h e  c o m i n g  w e e k s ,  w o r k s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  s a n d i n g  a n d  s e a l i n g  t h e  t i m b e r  f l o o r b o a r d s ,  f i t t i n g
o u t  t h e  m e e t i n g  r o o m s ,  o f f i c e s  a n d  k i t c h e n ,  a n d  b e g i n n i n g  w o r k  o n  t h e  f e a t u r e  m e e t i n g
c i r c l e  o u t s i d e .
W i t h  n o  m a j o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d e l a y s  a n t i c i p a t e d ,  t h e  C u l t u r a l  C o n n e c t i o n  C e n t r e  i s  e x p e c t e d
t o  b e  c o m p l e t e d  i n  l a t e  D e c e m b e r .

https://www.facebook.com/tactconstructions?__cft__[0]=AZirC47a-MQM93ZYkxElpqFmRqvfHPI0iFSQr4Qkwe7ktoMUQkDCkehQowyAk26DytnlUp9EpdEbrV5g28OLtAt78LyzRXm5HGmMVpDX20Zxllc-8jUqt0lw_3SHb7YbwOjUKxDP_zvG8-4DBXUWOKSRlUI4hERv&__tn__=-]K-R


Y o r t a  Y o r t a  N a t i o n  A b o r i g i n a l  C o r p o r a t i o n
( Y Y N A C )  a n d  M o i r a  S h i r e  C o u n c i l  h a v e
f o r m a l l y  s i g n e d  a  n e w  M e m o r a n d u m  o f

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  ( M O U )  a t  D h a r n y a ,
s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e

t w o  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .
 
T h e  M O U  r e f l e c t s  a  s h a r e d  c o m m i t m e n t  t o
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n ,  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a n d
g r e a t e r  r e c o g n i t i o n  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f
Y o r t a  Y o r t a  c u l t u r e ,  C u l t u r a l  H e r i t a g e  a n d
k n o w l e d g e  o f  C o u n t r y .  I t  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  a
f r a m e w o r k  f o r  o n g o i n g  c o l l a b o r a t i o n ,
i n c l u d i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  i n c r e a s e
A b o r i g i n a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g ,
e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  p r o c u r e m e n t ,  a n d  t o  w o r k
t o g e t h e r  t o  a c h i e v e  p o s i t i v e  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e
o u t c o m e s  f o r  Y o r t a  Y o r t a  P e o p l e  a n d  t h e
w i d e r  M o i r a  S h i r e  c o m m u n i t y .  

YYNAC and Moira Shire Council Strengthen Partnership

Y Y N A C  C E O  J o h n  K e r r  a n d  M o i r a  S h i r e
C o u n c i l  C E O  M a t t h e w  M o r g a n



Dharnya Cent re  recent ly  we lcomed RAP  representat ives  fo r  a  mul t i -day  fo rum on  Yor ta  Yor ta  Count ry ,  p rov id ing  a
wonder fu l  oppor tun i ty  to  showcase  the  Cent re  and i t s  fac i l i t i es  in  act ion .

Dharnya prov ided the  se t t ing  fo r  th ree  days  o f  conversat ion  and connect ion  to  Count ry .  Guests  were  we lcomed w i th  a
Welcome to  Count ry  and Smok ing  Ceremony before  exper ienc ing  the  sur round ing  landscape th rough gu ided wa lks  and
a K ingf i sher  boat  c ru i se .
 
The  fo rum i t se l f  b rought  together  a  range o f  p resentat ions  and d iscuss ions ,  inc lud ing  updates  f rom the  V ic to r ian
Abor ig ina l  Her i tage  Counc i l ,  YYNAC’s  Cu l tu ra l  Her i tage  team,  Cu l tu ra l  F i re  and Dharnya educat ion ,  a long w i th  an
oppor tun i ty  fo r  guests  to  hear  f rom Pro fessor  Unc le  Wayne Atk inson .  
 
Fo r  us ,  i t  was  a lso  an  impor tant  oppor tun i ty  to  see  the  Cent re  fu l f i l  i t s  purpose ,  b r ing ing  peop le  together  on  Count ry  to
l i s ten ,  l earn ,  share  knowledge and bu i ld  re la t ionsh ips .
 
Hos t ing  a  mul t i -day  fo rum was  a  great  tes t  o f  our  new fac i l i t i es  and an  exc i t ing  g l impse  o f  what  Dharnya can o f fe r
fu tu re  groups  and organ isat ions  want ing  a  mean ingfu l  On  Count ry  exper ience .

RAP FORUM



Woka Walla - A Front Row Seat!

One o f  the  unexpected  h igh l ights  o f  our  recent  RAP  Forum was  hav ing  a  f ront-
row v iew o f  Woka Wal la  a t  work ,  landscap ing  the  grounds  o f  Dharnya .
 
Wh i le  i t  wasn ’ t  par t  o f  the  p lanned program,  i t  became a  f i t t ing  backdrop to  the
day  watch ing  T rad i t iona l  Owners  work ing  on  Count ry  and he lp ing  shape the
landscape around a  p lace  that  ho lds  such  s ign i f i cance  fo r  our  peop le .
 
There  was  someth ing  par t icu la r l y  spec ia l  about  be ing  ab le  to  see  that  work
happen ing  f i r s thand .  I t  was  a  proud reminder  that  Dharnya i s  not  on ly  a  p lace
that  te l l s  our  s to r ies  and ce lebrates  our  cu l tu re ,  but  one  that  has  been bu i l t
and shaped by  Yor ta  Yor ta  peop le .
 
See ing  Woka Wal la  b r ing ing  the  landscape to  l i fe  was  someth ing  our  RAP  Forum
guests  were  fo r tunate  to  w i tness  and someth ing  we were  incred ib ly  p roud to
share .



W i n y a r r  W i n y a r r  W i n y a r r  B i d j a  G a t h e r i n gB i d j a  G a t h e r i n gB i d j a  G a t h e r i n g    

   

W i n y a r r  B i d j a  G a t h e r i n g  

 On 27  June, we hosted the Winyarr Bidja Gathering,
bringing Yorta Yorta Winyarr together to connect,
share knowledge, and discuss our vision for future
cultural burning on Country. 

th

The gathering created a space for women to talk
about the importance of cultural burning and why it
is vital that Yorta Yorta women are actively involved
and take a leading role in these practices. Bidja (Fire)
is an important part of healing Country for our
people. We believe that healthy Country means
healthy people, and by caring for Country through
cultural practices, we strengthen the wellbeing of our
People.
An important part of the day was the participation of
our Burrai (babies). Bringing our Burrai to the
gathering allowed them to be surrounded by culture
from an early age, ensuring that knowledge, stories,
and cultural practices are passed down through the
generations. Investing in our young ones today helps
keep our culture strong.
Together, the Winyarr (Woman) created a beautiful
collaborative artwork, which is now proudly
displayed at the Eco Hub. The artwork reflects the
theme of Bidja and represents the connection
between women, Country, healing, and the
responsibility of caring for our lands. It stands as a
lasting reminder of the strength of Yorta Yorta
women and our shared commitment to protecting
and healing Country.
The Winyarr Bidja Gathering was a powerful day of
connection, learning, and cultural strengthening,
reinforcing the vital role that women play in caring
for Country and ensuring that our cultural knowledge
continues to be passed on to future generations.



Sampling the Goods

The  U lun ja  c rew are  a  ta lented  mob .  Not  on ly  fa rming  but  as  you  may
have  seen  on  Dharnya Day  a  very  impress ive  s ide  hus t le  o f  Johnny  Cake
mak ing .  And why  wou ldn ' t  they ,  i t  p roved to  be  the  per fect  base  to
sample  the  goods .  De l ic ious  U lun ja  honey ,  d id  you  get  to  t ry  some?  



Gemmill Swamp Sandhills Day on Country

On Monday ,  10  August ,  YYNAC s ta f f  jo ined  representat ives  f rom Greater  Sheppar ton  C i ty
Counc i l  and R iverConnect  fo r  a  day  on  Count ry ,  p lant ing  100  t rees  a t  Gemmi l l  Swamp
Sandh i l l s .  The  day  prov ided a  va luab le  oppor tun i ty  to  come together  as  a  team,
s t rengthen  re la t ionsh ips  across  YYNAC ,  deepen our  connect ion  to  Count ry ,  and g ive  back
to  the  land th rough the  res to rat ion  o f  our  woka .
A  var ie ty  o f  nat ive  spec ies  were  p lanted ,  inc lud ing  Mur ray  P ine  and wat t le  bushes ,  wh ich
p lay  an  impor tant  ro le  in  suppor t ing  loca l  b iod ivers i ty  and res to r ing  the  natura l
landscape .  Mur ray  P ine  prov ides  hab i ta t  and she l te r  fo r  nat ive  w i ld l i fe ,  wh i le  wat t les
cont r ibute  to  so i l  hea l th ,  a t t ract  po l l inators ,  and are  cu l tu ra l l y  s ign i f i cant  p lants  that
have  long been used and va lued by  F i r s t  Nat ions  peop les .  Together ,  these  spec ies  w i l l
he lp  s t rengthen  the  hea l th  and res i l i ence  o f  the  area  fo r  fu tu re  generat ions .
Team members  f rom the  Dharnya Cu l tu ra l  Cent re ,  Cu l tu ra l  Her i tage  Un i t ,  U lun ja  Farm,
Economics  Hub ,  and Woka Wal la  Crew a l l  took  par t  in  the  p lant ing  day .  Car ing  fo r  Count ry
was  at  the  hear t  o f  the  event ,  w i th  a  s t rong sense  o f  cu l tu re ,  connect ion ,  and shared
purpose  ev ident  th roughout  the  day .  The  in i t ia t i ve  h igh l ighted  the  impor tance  o f  work ing
together  to  suppor t  env i ronmenta l  res to rat ion  wh i le  s t rengthen ing  communi ty  and
cu l tu ra l  connect ions .  Th rough act iv i t ies  such  as  t ree  p lant ing ,  par t ic ipants  were  ab le  to
act ive ly  cont r ibute  to  the  pro tect ion  and regenerat ion  o f  Count ry  wh i le  fos te r ing  a
deeper  apprec ia t ion  fo r  the  cu l tu ra l  and env i ronmenta l  s ign i f i cance  o f  the  landscape .
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A big congratulations to Grace Atkinson, who
was named a High Achiever Finalist in the 2026

Victorian Top Tour Guide Awards.
 

Grace has worked incredibly hard since joining
YYNAC, building her knowledge alongside Yorta

Yorta Elders and sharing Yorta Yorta culture
and connection to Country with visitors

through her tours at the Dharnya Centre
 

Last year, she completed more than 100 hours
of supervised Coxswain training to become a

qualified skipper of the Kingfisher, and has also
been completing her Certificate III in Tourism.

 
Anyone who has been on one of Grace’s tours

will know how naturally she connects with
people and makes them feel welcome.

 
We’re incredibly proud to see all that hard work

recognised.
 

Well done, Grace! 
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Well done, Grace! 
 

Amazing Grace!Amazing Grace!
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Y Y N A C  w a s  p l e a s e d  t o  w e l c o m e  V i c t o r i a n  M i n i s t e r  f o r  S m a l l  B u s i n e s s  a n d  E m p l o y m e n t ,  N a t a l i e
S u l e y m a n ,  t o  t h e  Y Y N A C  E c o n o m i c  H u b  i n  S h e p p a r t o n .
T h e  v i s i t  p r o v i d e d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s h a r e  f i r s t h a n d  h o w  Y Y N A C  i s  w o r k i n g  t o  s t r e n g t h e n
e m p l o y m e n t ,  s u p p o r t  b u s i n e s s  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  c r e a t e  s u s t a i n a b l e  e c o n o m i c  o p p o r t u n i t i e s
a c r o s s  Y o r t a  Y o r t a  C o u n t r y .

T h e  Y Y N A C  E c o n o m i c  H u b  p l a y s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  c o n n e c t i n g  c o m m u n i t y ,  b u s i n e s s  a n d
g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h i l e  s u p p o r t i n g  l o c a l  e c o n o m i c  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  c r e a t i n g  p a t h w a y s  f o r  Y o r t a
Y o r t a  p e o p l e  a n d  b u s i n e s s e s  t o  t h r i v e .
D u r i n g  t h e  v i s i t ,  Y Y N A C  s h a r e d  i t s  v i s i o n  f o r  g r o w i n g  e c o n o m i c  o u t c o m e s  a c r o s s  t h e  r e g i o n ,
i n c l u d i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  s u p p o r t  e m p l o y m e n t  p a t h w a y s ,  s t r e n g t h e n  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s ,
e n c o u r a g e  e n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p  a n d  b u i l d  g r e a t e r  e c o n o m i c  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n .
W e  t h a n k  M i n i s t e r  S u l e y m a n  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e  t o  v i s i t  t h e  E c o n o m i c  H u b ,  m e e t  w i t h  t h e  Y Y N A C
t e a m  a n d  h e a r  d i r e c t l y  a b o u t  t h e  w o r k  u n d e r w a y  t o  b u i l d  a  s t r o n g  a n d  s u s t a i n a b l e  e c o n o m i c
f u t u r e  f o r  Y o r t a  Y o r t a  C o u n t r y .

Opening All Our DoorsOpening All Our Doors

P i c t u r e d  L t o R :  U n c l e  L e e  J o a c h i m ,  M i n s i t e r  N a t a l i e  S u l e y m a n ,  Y Y N A C  C E O  J o h n  K e r r  
o p e n i n g  t h e  S h e p p a r t o n  E c o  H u b  



Protecting Country 

W i t h  g r o w i n g  a w a r e n e s s  o f  a v i a n  i n f l u e n z a  ( b i r d  f l u )  a c r o s s  A u s t r a l i a ,  Y Y N A C  i s  t a k i n g  a
p r o a c t i v e  a p p r o a c h  t o  e n s u r i n g  o u r  s t a f f  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  a r e  i n f o r m e d  a n d  p r e p a r e d .
W i t h  Y o r t a  Y o r t a  C o u n t r y  h o m e  t o  s i g n i f i c a n t  b i r d l i f e ,  i n c l u d i n g  m i g r a t o r y  s p e c i e s ,  Y Y N A C  i s
w o r k i n g  w i t h  r e l e v a n t  a g e n c i e s  a n d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M e l b o u r n e  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  a w a r e n e s s  a n d
p r e p a r e d n e s s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  o u r  p e o p l e  w o r k i n g  o n  C o u n t r y .
I f  y o u  c o m e  a c r o s s  s i c k  o r  d e a d  b i r d s :
        ●        D o  n o t  t o u c h  t h e m  –  k e e p  y o u r  d i s t a n c e  a n d  a v o i d  c o n t a c t  w i t h  s i c k  o r  d e a d  w i l d l i f e .
        ●        R e c o r d  t h e  l o c a t i o n  –  n o t e  t h e  t i m e ,  d a t e  a n d  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s i g h t i n g .
        ●        T a k e  p h o t o s  o r  v i d e o  –  i f  i t  i s  s a f e  t o  d o  s o ,  r e c o r d  w h a t  y o u  h a v e  o b s e r v e d .
        ●        R e p o r t  i t  –  c o n t a c t  t h e  E m e r g e n c y  A n i m a l  D i s e a s e  H o t l i n e  o n  1 8 0 0  6 7 5  8 8 8 .
        ●        F o l l o w  f u r t h e r  a d v i c e  –  l o c a l  a n i m a l  h e a l t h  a u t h o r i t i e s  m a y  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l
i n s t r u c t i o n s .
E a r l y  r e p o r t i n g  o f  u n u s u a l  b e h a v i o u r ,  s i c k  b i r d s  o r  i n c r e a s e d  b i r d  d e a t h s  c a n  a s s i s t  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n
d e t e c t i n g  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  p o t e n t i a l  d i s e a s e  s p r e a d .
B y  s t a y i n g  i n f o r m e d ,  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  b o d i e s  a n d  s h a r i n g  p r a c t i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,
Y Y N A C  i s  h e l p i n g  e n s u r e  o u r  p e o p l e  a r e  p r e p a r e d  a n d  C o u n t r y  i s  c a r e d  f o r .

Avoid. 
Record. 
Report. 





dharnya day



in pictures



dharnya day



in pictures



SEND YOUR CV:
LOOKING FOR WORK?

hrmanager@yynac.com.au 

www.yynac.com.au
D o n ' t  w a n t  t o  m i s s  a  t h i n g !

F o l l o w  u s  o n  o u r  s o c i a l s ,  w h e r e  w e  w i l l  p r o v i d e  y o u  w i t h
u p d a t e s  o n  w h a t ' s  g o i n g  o n  b e h i n d  t h e  s c e n e s ,  a s  w e l l
a s  u p c o m i n g  e v e n t s ,  a n n o u n c e m e n t s ,  a n d  e m p l o y m e n t

o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

@yortayortanation

@yortayortanation

@yortayortanationaboriginalcorporation


	NEWSLETTER
	YYNAC CEO
	John Patrick Kerr
	Welcome to the Yorta Yorta Nation Aboriginal Corporation Newsletter, where we will provide you with updates on what’s going on behind the scenes, upcoming events, announcements and business opportunities.
	In this, our third edition, we will share with you:

	YYNAC CEO Update
	The doors to Dharnya officially open!
	This year's NAIDOC Week theme, 50 Years of Deadly, is a reminder of the strength and determination that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have shown over generations.
	For Yorta Yorta people, that story continues with the reopening of Dharnya. Seeing so many people come together for Dharnya Day was a proud moment for our community and a fitting way to celebrate the beginning of a new chapter.
	In this edition, we've shared some of our favourite photos from the day. They capture the people who made it so special and the excitement of seeing Dharnya open its doors once again. You'll also find updates from across the organisation, highlighting the work that's been happening in our programs, on Country and in the community over recent months.
	Thank you to everyone who helped make this milestone possible. Your commitment and belief in Dharnya have brought this place back to life, and I look forward to seeing what we build together next.
	I hope you enjoy this edition and take a moment to celebrate everything we've achieved together, while looking ahead to what's still to come.
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	Gellung Warl
	Reserve Seat Holder Update
	Dear Board Members, Council of Elders, Family Groups, Staff and YYNAC Community,
	The Yorta Yorta Nation Aboriginal Corporation (YYNAC) Board informs its Elders, Family Groups and Members that Gellung Warl Reserve Seat holder Mr Graham Briggs has tendered his resignation to the Gellung Warl assembly.
	YYNAC Board is saddened by this outcome as Mr Briggs brought great energy and effort to the role. His ongoing commitment to the betterment of the Yorta Yorta Nation people and the implementation of Treaty is without question. The Board thanks Graham for his commitment to our community and for his work as a leader for Aboriginal rights.
	The YYNAC Board has a high standard of commitment to the safety and wellbeing of all involved in every aspect of Aboriginal Cultural, Social and economic development and will continue to act as an advocate for the safety of all through any community forum or program. Mr Briggs will maintain his role as a Board Member with YYNAC. Under the election rules of the Gellung Warl, when a Reserve Seat is vacated the Traditional Owner group has the right to temporarily fill the vacancy created.
	YYNAC Board announces that Mr Travis Morgan, will now act as the Yorta Yorta Reserve Seat Holder for the Gellung Warl. This is a temporary appointment, up to 6 months, the Board will commence a process of engagement and consultation with Elders, Family Groups and is membership on the next steps in finalising a permanent seat holder.
	Graham Briggs



	Council of Elders & Family Groups Update
	Aaron Atkinson/Louisa Frost – Leon Atkinson
	Annabella Howard – Lee Joachim
	Robert Cooper – Thelma Nicholson
	Ada Cooper – Greg James
	Alf Morgan – Robert Russell
	Bagot Morgan – Desmond Morgan
	Maggie Toodles – Ron Briggs
	Fred Walker – Hilda Stewart
	Jenny Charles – Ralph Hume
	Elizabeth Atkinson – Ross Morgan
	Jack Cooper | Maggie Stone | Edgar Atkinson | William Cooper
	| John Atkinson | Tommy McCrae
	If you have moved or changed your contact details, please let us know so you don’t miss important YYNAC and Family Group updates.
	Contact: Taleah Briggs
	taleah.b@yynac.com.au | 0428 046 173
	Wednesday to Friday, 9am–5pm

	The Cultural Connection Centre
	Another exciting milestone for the Stage Two Cultural Connection Centre in Barmah!
	The stunning Murray pine flooring is now in, giving a real sense of the warmth and scale of this incredible space.
	A huge shout out to Tact Constructions and everyone on site for the outstanding workmanship and dedication that’s bringing this vision to life. We can’t wait to share what’s next!
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	Don't want to miss a thing!
	Follow us on our socials, where we will provide you with updates on what's going on behind the scenes, as well as upcoming events, announcements, and employment opportunities.
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